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Information Leaflet for Interview/Focus Group Participant (students)
Title of Study........ ......... UCD Ethics /Ethics Exemption reference no........
You are being invited to participate in a research study. Thank you for taking time to read this information leaflet. 

RESEARCH TEAM: This research project is being led by............. Our contact details are included at the end of this document. 
WHAT ARE THE OBJECTIVES OF THIS STUDY? The purpose of the study is ..............(e.g. to improve students’ experiences of the module’s teaching, learning and /or assessment approaches). The broad aim of the proposed research is to.........................   Appendix 1 sets out some of the questions that will be used in the focus group/interview.
WHY HAVE I BEEN INVITED TO TAKE PART? You have been approached to participate in this research as you are a UCD student involved in module…………… and..............
WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF I VOLUNTEER? Your participation is entirely voluntary. If you agree to participate, you will be invited to take part in a interview/focus group with .........regarding your experience of being involved in module……………in UCD. This interview/focus group will be audio-recorded/video-recorded to facilitate analysis. You will not be asked about specific students or staff and we would ask that in the course of your participation you do not name any individual or provide any details on third parties that may be identifiable.
CONFIDENTIALITY: ...............will be responsible for overseeing the transcription and the anonymity of the interview/focus. He/she will also oversee the transcription and the anonymity of the focus group discussion. All information collected as part of the study will be stored securely on password protected computers. 

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS OR RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH THE STUDY? While there will be no direct benefit to you from the study, the findings have the potential to make a contribution to our understanding of the effectiveness of modules such as your module. As such, the findings from this study will be presented at university level and at national and international conferences. The findings will also be submitted for publication in peer-reviewed journals. However no individual participant will be identified in any publication or presentation and only anonymised quotes will be used in these reports and publications. There are no known risks associated with participation, other than some possibly inconvenience in conducting the interview/focus group. 

RIGHT TO WITHDRAW: You can decide to withdraw from the study at any point prior to the transcripts being anonymised without any consequence. You can contact the researchers to request this. 

HOW WILL MY INFORMATION BE USED? Your views will be combined those of others and used to develop an understanding of ................... In addition to informing this study we plan to maximise the learning from your involvement by archiving an anonymised version of the data for future research on this topic. Once the data have been anonymised it will not be possible to withdraw from the study. 

NEXT STEPS: If you are willing to take part in the study we would ask you to please return the attached consent form to .......... (a scanned copy can be sent to the email address below) 

FURTHER INFORMATION & CONTACT DETAILS: If you have any further questions about the research or would like information on the findings, you can contact .............
PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM (students)

Title of study........... 
UCD Ethics /Ethics Exemption reference no........
PARTICIPANT CONSENT FORM (students)

By signing and returning this consent form you are indicating your agreement with the following statements:

· I have read and understood the attached Participant Information Leaflet for this study.

· I have had the opportunity to ask questions and discuss the study. (Note you can contact ..................).








· I have received satisfactory answers to all my questions, where I have had a query.

· I have received enough information about this study.

· I understand that the interview/focus group will be audio recorded

· I understand I am free to withdraw from the study at any time until the transcripts are anonymised.

· I understand anonymised data will be archived for future research

· I agree to take part in the study.



Participant’s Signature:     ______________________________


Date: 

Participant’s Name in Print:  ____________________________

Contact Email: 








RETURNING THE CONSENT FORM: We would ask you to please return the attached consent form to ......(a scanned copy can be sent to her email address below) 

CONTACT DETAILS: You can contact ......... at.........
Appendix 1

Focus Group/ Interview Topic Guide

The following are the main areas/questions that will be asked in the focus group/interview : 

You will not be asked about staff or other students and we would ask that in the course of your participation you do not name any individual or provide any details on third parties that may be identifiable. 
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