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SUMMARY

Getting the green message across

When you think of a city, what springs to mind? Roads? Tall
buildings? Shopping centres? It is almost as if the green spac-
es are an afterthought amid the grey.

Yet these parks and pitches, hedgerows and ditches are oases
and pathways that support life, health and even safety for
urban dwellers.

“Green space is not sitting there doing nothing,” says Dr Mick
Lennon, a Lecturer in Planning and Environmental Policy at
the UCD School of Architecture, Planning & Environmental
Policy. “Having green spaces enhances biodiversity - think
about the wildlife, flowers and trees that can live there - and
these spaces can help to manage drainage because they can
slow down pulses of water through the urban environment,
so they can alleviate flooding. Add to that the very important
function of providing spaces to walk, run, play sports and relax
in a natural environment. These activities help our physical
and mental wellbeing.”

The usual course of events in planning urban development is
to make provisions for houses, transport, retail and employ-
ment, explains Dr Lennon. “The green elements tend to be
put into the spaces left over,” he says. “We want to turn that

“The Eco-Plan project was
about getting the Green
Infrastructure message
through, disseminating and
integrating it in the planning
system...because controlling
the use of land is key to
realising the benefits of Green
Infrastructure.”
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mindset on its head and ensure that the green stuff is seen
as just as important as the grey stuff, the roads and the
buildings.”

Enter Eco-Plan, a project to increase the awareness of green
infrastructure among planners and to integrate it into plan-
ning and development strategies. The project, run by Dr
Lennon and Professor Mark Scott, with Dr Karen Foley and Dr
Marcus Collier at UCD, developed a series of workshops to
bring green spaces and corridors to the fore.

“The Eco-Plan project was about getting the Green Infrastruc-
ture message through, disseminating and integrating it into
the planning system,” says Dr Lennon of the Environmental
Protection Agency-funded project. “Because controlling the
use of land is key to realising the benefits of Green Infrastruc-
ture.”

The issue was not lack of expertise, but rather that the
experts who needed to be talking were not in direct
communication on the issue, according to Dr Lennon. “When
planners are developing plans, they tend to send out requests
for reports from various groups about the locality - maybe

on heritage, biodiversity, transport engineering, flooding -
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Professor Scott and Dr Lennon are now digging further into
the benefits of planning and developing green spaces for
human health - their latest project is Eco-Health, funded by
both the EPA and the Health Services Executive. “We are

looking to figure out ways in which we can use green spaces

to enhance health and wellbeing of populations across the
life course,” Dr Lennon explains. “We want everyone to ben-
efit, not just the males aged 15-35 playing football on the local
pitches, but the teenage girls, the older people, the mothers
with small children, everyone needs those green spaces in
urban communities.”
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Green Infrastructure: A ‘How To’ Guide for Disseminating and
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